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TEXT 2.21 

vedaivNaaiXaNa& iNaTYa& Ya WNaMaJaMaVYaYaMa( ) 
k-Qa& Sa Pauåz" PaaQaR k&- gaaTaYaiTa hiNTa k-Ma( )) 21 )) 

vedävinäçinaà nityaà 
ya enam ajam avyayam 

kathaà sa puruñaù pärtha 
kaà ghätayati hanti kam 

SYNONYMS 

veda—knows; avinäçinam—indestructible; nityam—always existing; yaù—one who; enam—

this (soul); ajam—unborn; avyayam—immutable; katham—how; saù—that; puruñaù—person; 

pärtha—O Pärtha (Arjuna); kam—whom; ghätayati—causes to hurt; hanti—kills; kam—

whom. 

TRANSLATION 

O Pärtha, how can a person who knows that the soul is indestructible, eternal, unborn and 

immutable kill anyone or cause anyone to kill? 

PURPORT 

Everything has its proper utility, and a man who is situated in complete knowledge knows how 

and where to apply a thing for its proper utility. Similarly, violence also has its utility, and how 

to apply violence rests with the person in knowledge. Although the justice of the peace awards 

capital punishment to a person condemned for murder, the justice of the peace cannot be 

blamed, because he orders violence to another person according to the codes of justice. In 

Manu-saàhitä, the lawbook for mankind, it is supported that a murderer should be condemned 

to death so that in his next life he will not have to suffer for the great sin he has committed. 
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Therefore, the king’s punishment of hanging a murderer is actually beneficial. Similarly, when 

Kåñëa orders fighting, it must be concluded that violence is for supreme justice, and thus 

Arjuna should follow the instruction, knowing well that such violence, committed in the act 

of fighting for Kåñëa, is not violence at all because, at any rate, the man, or rather the soul, 

cannot be killed; so for the administration of justice, so-called violence is permitted. A surgical 

operation is not meant to kill the patient, but to cure him. Therefore the fighting to be 

executed by Arjuna at the instruction of Kåñëa is with full knowledge, so there is no possibility 

of sinful reaction. 

TEXT 2.22 

vaSaa&iSa Jaq<aaRiNa YaQaa ivhaYa 
 NavaiNa Ga*õaiTa Narae_Parai<a ) 
TaQaa Xarqrai<a ivhaYa Jaq<aaR‚ 

 NYaNYaaiNa Sa&YaaiTa NavaiNa dehq )) 22 )) 

väsäàsi jérëäni yathä vihäya 
naväni gåhëäti naro ’paräëi 
tathä çaréräëi vihäya jérëäny 
anyäni saàyäti naväni dehé 

SYNONYMS 

väsäàsi—garments; jérëäni—old and worn out; yathä—just as; vihäya—giving up; naväni—
new garments; gåhëäti—does accept; naraù—a man; aparäëi—others; tathä—in the same way; 

çaréräëi—bodies; vihäya—giving up; jirëäni—old and useless; anyäni—different; saàyäti—
verily accepts; naväni—new sets; dehé—the embodied. 

TRANSLATION 

As a person puts on new garments, giving up old ones, the soul similarly accepts new material 

bodies, giving up the old and useless ones. 

PURPORT 

Change of body by the atomic individual soul is an accepted fact. Even the modern scientists 

who do not believe in the existence of the soul, but at the same time cannot explain the source 

of energy from the heart, have to accept continuous changes of body which appear from 

childhood to boyhood and from boyhood to youth and again from youth to old age. From old 

age, the change is transferred to another body. This has already been explained in a previous 

verse (2.13). 

 Transference of the atomic individual soul to another body is made possible by the grace of 



Copyright © 1998 The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Int'l. All Rights Reserved. 

the Supersoul. The Supersoul fulfills the desire of the atomic soul as one friend fulfills the 

desire of another. The Vedas, like the Muëòaka Upaniñad, as well as the Çvetäçvatara 
Upaniñad, compare the soul and the Supersoul to two friendly birds sitting on the same tree. 

One of the birds (the individual atomic soul) is eating the fruit of the tree, and the other bird 

(Kåñëa) is simply watching His friend. Of these two birds—although they are the same in 

quality—one is captivated by the fruits of the material tree, while the other is simply 

witnessing the activities of His friend. Kåñëa is the witnessing bird, and Arjuna is the eating 

bird. Although they are friends, one is still the master and the other is the servant. 

Forgetfulness of this relationship by the atomic soul is the cause of one’s changing his position 

from one tree to another, or from one body to another. The jéva soul is struggling very hard on 

the tree of the material body, but as soon as he agrees to accept the other bird as the supreme 

spiritual master—as Arjuna agreed to do by voluntary surrender unto Kåñëa for instruction—

the subordinate bird immediately becomes free from all lamentations. Both the Muëòaka 
Upaniñad (3.1.2) and Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad (4.7) confirm this: 

samäne våkñe puruño nimagno 
’néçayä çocati muhyamänaù 

juñöaà yadä paçyaty anyam éçam 
asya mahimänam iti véta-çokaù 

“Although the two birds are in the same tree, the eating bird is fully engrossed with anxiety 

and moroseness as the enjoyer of the fruits of the tree. But if in some way or other he turns his 

face to his friend who is the Lord and knows His glories—at once the suffering bird becomes 

free from all anxieties.” Arjuna has now turned his face towards his eternal friend, Kåñëa, and 

is understanding the Bhagavad-gétä from Him. And thus, hearing from Kåñëa, he can 

understand the supreme glories of the Lord and be free from lamentation. 

 Arjuna is advised herewith by the Lord not to lament for the bodily change of his old 

grandfather and his teacher. He should rather be happy to kill their bodies in the righteous 

fight so that they may be cleansed at once of all reactions from various bodily activities. One 

who lays down his life on the sacrificial altar, or in the proper battlefield, is at once cleansed of 

bodily reactions and promoted to a higher status of life. So there was no cause for Arjuna’s 

lamentation. 
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Prabhupäda: 

vedävinäçinaà nityaà 
ya enam ajam avyayam 

kathaà sa puruñaù pärtha 
kaà ghätayati hanti kam 
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”O Pärtha, how can a person who knows that the soul is indestructible, unborn, eternal and 

immutable kill anyone or cause anyone to kill?” 

väsäàsi jérëäni yathä vihäya 
naväni gåhëäti naro ’paräëi 
tathä çaréräëi vihäya jérëäny 

anyäni saàyäti naväni dehé  [Bg. 2.22] 

”As a person puts on new garments, giving up old ones, similarly, the soul accepts new material 

bodies, giving up the old and useless ones.” 

So this is another way of convincing that... Very simple thing. Anyone can understand. 

Väsäàsi jérëäni yathä vihäya [Bg. 2.22]. As our garments, coats and shirts, when they are old, 

rotten, no more usable, so we throw it away and get a new garment, shirt, coat. Similarly, the 

soul is changing garment from childhood, from babyhood. Just like a baby has got a shoe, but 

when he gets the child’s body the shoe does not fit. You have to take another shoe. Similarly, 

when the same child grows or changes body, he requires another shoe. Similarly, the soul is 

changing his body exactly as we change our garments. Väsäàsi jérëäni. Jérëäni means when it is 

old enough, not fit for use, yathä vihäya, as we give it up... Vihäya means give it up. Naväni, 
new garment. Naraù aparäëi gåhëäti. Now the body has been compared herein as the garment. 

Just like coat and shirt. The tailor cuts the coat according to the body. Similarly, this material 

body, if it is shirt and coat, then this is cut according to the spiritual body. The spiritual body is 

not niräkära, without form. If it is without form, then how the garment, the coat and shirt, has 

got hands and legs? It is common sense. The coat has got hand or the pant has got legs because 

the person who is using the coat, he has got hands and legs. 

So this proves that the spiritual body is not impersonal. It is not a zero, it is, it has got form. 

But the form is so minute, aëor aëéyän mahato mahéyän: one form is lesser than the atom. Aëor 
aëéyän mahato mahéyän. Two forms are there spiritual. One is the Supreme Lord’s form, viräò-
rüpa, mahato mahéyän, and our form, aëor aëéyän, lesser than the atom. That is stated in the 

Kaöha Upaniñad. Aëor aëéyän mahato mahéyän ätmäsya jantor nihito guhäyäm. Nihito guhäyäm, 
guhäyäm means in the heart. Both of them are there. Now find out modern science. Both the 

soul and the Supersoul, they are situated within the heart. Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe 

[Bg. 18.61]. It is not said that “Anywhere in the body it is sitting.” No. Håd-deçe, in the heart. 

And actually, by medical science, the heart is the center of all activities of the body, office. 

And the brain is the manager. The director is there, Kåñëa. He says also in another place, 

sarvasya cähaà hådi sanniviñöaù. Everything is clear. Sarvasya cähaà hådi sanniviñöaù, “I am 

sitting in everyone’s heart.” Find out God, find out Kåñëa. In several places, all Vedic 

literature, guhäyäm. Guhäyäm means in the heart. Sarvasya cähaà hådi sanniviñöo mattaù småtir 
jïänam apohanaà ca [Bg. 15.15]. The supreme director, Kåñëa, is sitting there, and He is 

directing, “Now this living entity wants to fulfill his desire in this way.” He’s giving direction 

to the material nature. “Now, prepare a vehicle, body, for this rascal in this way. He wants to 

enjoy. All right, let him enjoy.” This is going on. We are all rascals, we are manufacturing our 

different ways of life. “I think.” So you are thinking. As soon as you are thinking... But we 
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cannot fulfill our desires without sanction of God. That is not possible. But because we are 

persisting, that “I want to fulfill my desire in this way,” Kåñëa is sanctioning, “All right.” Just 

like a child persists to possess something. The father gives, “All right, take it.” So all these 

bodies we are getting, although by the sanction of the Supreme Lord, but He is sanctioning 

with reluctance that “Why this rascal is wanting like this?” This is our position. Therefore, at 

last Kåñëa says, sarva-dharmän parityajya, [Bg. 18.66] “Give up this rascaldom, ‘I want this body, 

I want that body, I want to enjoy life in this way’—give up all this nonsense.” 

So here in the Vedic literatures we find that both the Lord and the living entity, they are 

situated in the heart. The living entity, jéva, is desiring, and the master is sanctioning, and the 

prakåti or the material nature is giving the body. “Here is the body, ready, sir. Come here.” 

Therefore the original cause of our entanglement or liberation is our desire. As we are 

desiring. If you want, if you desire to become free from this implication of birth, death, old age, 

and disease, it is ready. And if you want to continue this implication, change of body, väsäàsi 
jérëäni... Because you cannot enjoy spiritual life in this material body. You can enjoy this 

material world with this material body. And if you want to enjoy spiritual life, then you have 

to enjoy in spiritual body. But as we have no information of the spiritual life, spiritual 

enjoyment, we are simply desiring to enjoy this world. Punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 

7.5.30], chewing the chewed. The same sex, the same man and woman, they are enjoying at 

home. The same again go to the naked dance. The object is the same, sex, here or there. But 

they are thinking, “If I go to the theater or naked dancing, it will be very enjoyable.” So it is 

called punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30], chewing the chewed. The same sex life at 

home, chewing, and go to the naked club, chewing. Chewing the chewed. There is no rasa. 
There is no humor, mellow; therefore they are disappointed. Because the thing is the same. 

Just like you chew one sugarcane and take out the juice, and again if you chew, then what you 

will get? But they are so dull-headed, so rascal, they do not know. They are trying to get the, I 

mean to say, pleasure which is already enjoyed, which is already tasted. Punaù punaç carvita-
carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30]. Adänta-gobhir viçatäà tamisraà punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 

7.5.30]. A human being... You’ll find that when the dogs, they have sex life, they have no 

shame. So, many lusty people stand there and see. Seeing means they are willing, “If I could 

enjoy in the street like this.” And sometimes they do. This is going on. Punaù punaç carvita-
carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30]. 

 Yan maithunädi gåhamedhi sukhaà hi tuccham [SB 7.9.45]. So this materialistic life means sex 

life. Very, very abominable, tuccham. If anyone has understood this, then he’s liberated. But if, 

when one is still attracted, then it is to be understood that there is still delay in liberation. 

And one who has understood and has left it, even in this body he’s liberated. He’s called jévan-
muktaù sa ucyate. 

éhä yasya harer däsye 
karmaëä manasä girä 

nikhiläsv apy avasthäsu 
jévan-muktaù sa ucyate 
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So how we can become free from this desire? Éhä yasya harer däsye, If you simply desire to serve 

Kåñëa, then you can get out. Otherwise, not. That is not possible. If you desire anything else 

except the service of the Lord, then mäyä will give you inducement, “Why not enjoy this?” 

Therefore Yämunäcärya says, 

yad-avadhi mama cetaù kåñëa-padäravinde 
nava-nava-rasa-dhämany udyataà rantum äsét 

tad-avadhi bata näré-saìgame smaryamäne 
bhavati mukha-vikäraù suñöhu niñöhévanaà ca 

”Yad-avadhi, since the time, mama cetaù, I have engaged my life and soul, my consciousness, in 

the service of the lotus feet of Kåñëa...” This verse is given by Yämunäcärya. He was a great 

king, and kings, they are generally licentious, but he became later on a saintly devotee. So his 

personal experience, he is saying, that “Since I have engaged my mind in the service of the 

lotus feet of Kåñëa, yad-avadhi mama cetaù kåñëa-padäravinde...” Nava-nava. And service, 

spiritual service means every moment new. It is not hackneyed. Those who are spiritually 

realized, they will find to serve Kåñëa means new enlightenment, new enlightenment. Nava-
nava-rasa-dhämany udyataà rantum äsét. Here, in this material world, you enjoy. It becomes 

hackneyed. Punaù punaç carvita; therefore you are disappointed. But if you engage yourself in 

the service of Kåñëa, you’ll find new and new encouragement. That is spiritual. If you find it 

hackneyed, then you must know that you are not yet serving spiritually, you are serving 

materially. Formality, stereotype. But if you feel new and new energy, then you know that you 

are serving spiritually. This is the test. Your enthusiasm will increase, not decrease. 

So the test is within our hand. If during maìgala-ärati we feel laziness, that means I’m not yet 

spiritually advanced. And if one feels enthused, “Now it is time for maìgala-ärati, let me stand 

up, let me do this,” then it is spiritual. Anyone can test. Bhaktiù pareçänubhavo viraktir anyatra 
syät [SB 11.2.42]. Bhakti means spiritual. So as soon as you are touched with the Supreme Spirit, 

viraktir anyatra syät, no more enjoyment in this material world. So Kåñëa is there. Kåñëa is also 

sitting within the heart, and I am also sitting within the heart, just like two friends on the 

same bar. This is also described in the Upaniñad. Samäne våkñe puruño nimagnaù. They are 

sitting, equally, on the same level. Nimagnaù. The bird is eating the fruit of the tree, or the jéva 

soul, the living entity, he is making his fruitive action. Kñetra-jïa. These are all described. 

Kñetra-jïaà cäpi mäà viddhi sarva-kñetreñu bhärata. The owner and the occupier. I am the 

occupier of this body, and the owner is Kåñëa. Therefore, Kåñëa’s another name is Håñékeça. 

Håñékeça. So He is actually owner of my hand and leg and eyes, everything, all my senses. I am 

simply occupier. I’m not owner. That we have forgotten. Just like if you are in a rented 

apartment, you are occupier. You are given the license to occupy the room. You are not owner. 

But if you think that you are owner, that is, stena eva sa ucyate, immediately he becomes 

wrongly guided. 

So take it, this body or the country or the nation or the world or the universe, nothing belongs 

to you. The owner is Kåñëa. The owner is sarva-loka-maheçvaram. Kåñëa says, “I am the 

owner.” So mistake is that we do not know the owner, and we are, although we have occupied, 
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improperly using our occupation. That is material condition. Improper. Otherwise, the 

direction is there, the director is sitting there. He’s always helping you. But the disease is that 

we are claiming to be owner and want to act according to my whims, and that is material 

condition. My business is to work for the owner, not for me. Therefore, that is my position. 

Kåñëa has created me, not creation, but along with Kåñëa we are all there. But we are eternal 

servants. Just like along with this body, the finger is also born. The finger is not differently 

born. When I was born, my fingers were born. Similarly, when Kåñëa was there, Kåñëa was 

never born. Then we are also never born. Na hanyate hanyamäne çarére [Bg. 2.20]. Very simple 

philosophy. Because we are part and parcel of Kåñëa. If Kåñëa is born, then I am born. If Kåñëa 

is not born, then I’m, I am not born. Kåñëa is aja, so we are also aja. Ajam avyayam Kåñëa is 

imperishable, immutable. We are also immutable, because we are part and parcel of God. So 

why the part and parcels are there? Why my hand is there? Because I require it. I require the 

assistance of my hand, I require the assistance of my finger. It is necessary. The rascals say, 

“Why God created us?” Rascal, it is necessary. Because He is God, He wants your service. Just 

like big man, he keeps so many servants. If some rascal inquires, “Why you are keeping so many 

servants?” And “Because I am big man, I want!” Simple philosophy. Similarly, if God is the 

supreme authority, then He must have so many assistants. Otherwise, how He will manage? 

So whole universe is being managed by God’s assistant, according to the Brahmä, the most 

powerful assistant. Tene brahma hådä ya ädi-kavaye muhyanti yat sürayaù. In the Brahmä’s 

heart also, tene brahma hådä, hådä, again hådä. Because Brahmä was alone, so what to do? 

Brahmä was perplexed. But Kåñëa gave instruction, “You do, you create this universe like this.” 

Buddhi-yogaà dadämi tam, “I give intelligence.” So everything is there. Everything is there, 

Kåñëa is always with you. If you want to go back to home, back to Godhead, then Kåñëa is 

ready to give you all instruction. “Yes, yena mäm upayänti te.” He gives instruction, “Yes, you 

do like this. Then you will finished, your, this material business, and after giving up this body, 

you’ll come to Me.” But if you want to continue this material existence, then väsäàsi jérëäni 
yathä vihäya [Bg. 2.22], you have to accept one body; and when it is no more usable, then you 

have to give up this body and accept another body. This is continuation of material existence. 

But if you want to end it, if you are actually disgusted with this kind of business, bhütvä bhütvä 
praléyate, take birth once, again die, again take. But we are so shameless and so rubbish that we 

are not very much disgusted with this business. We want to continue, and therefore Kåñëa is 

also ready: “All right, you continue.” That is stated in the Bhagavad-gétä, yanträrüòhäni 
mäyayä. 

éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà 
håd-deçe ’rjuna tiñöhati 

bhrämayan sarva-bhütäni 
yanträrüòhäni mäyayä  [Bg. 18.61] 

Very clear. Kåñëa knows your desire, that if you want still to enjoy this material world, “All 

right, enjoy.” So for enjoying different kinds of enjoyment, we require different kinds of 

instrument. So Kåñëa prepares you, so kind, “All right.” Just like the father gives a toy, the 
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child wants a motorcar. “All right, take a toy motorcar.” He wants a engine, he wants to 

become a railway man. Now these kinds of toys were(?) there. Similarly Kåñëa is supplying 

these toy bodies Yantra, yantra means machine. This is a machine. Everyone understands this 

is a machine. But who has supplied the machine? The machine is supplied by nature, material 

ingredients, but it is prepared under the order of Kåñëa. Mayädhyakñeëa prakåtiù süyate sa-
caräcaram [Bg. 9.10]. “Prakåti, nature, is preparing all these things under My direction.” 

So where is the difficulty to understand Kåñëa consciousness? Everything is there in the 

Bhagavad-gétä. If you diligently study and try to understand, you remain fully Kåñëa conscious 

always. Everything is there. What is my position, how I am working, how I am dying, how I am 

getting body, how I am wandering. Everything is detail is there. Simply one has to become 

little intelligent. But we remain unintelligent, rascal, because we are associating with rascals. 

These rascal philosopher, religionists, avatära, bhagavän, swami, yogis, and karmés. Therefore 

we have become rascals. Sat-saìga chäòi kainu asate viläsa. Narottama däsa Öhäkura therefore 

regrets that “I gave up the association of the devotees. I simply associate with these all rascals.” 

Asat, asat-saìga. Te käraëe lägile mora karma-bandha-phäìsa: “Therefore I have become 

entangled in this repetition of birth and death.” Te käraëe. “So give up this.” Cäëakya Paëòita 

also says, tyaja durjana-saàsargam, “Give up the association of these rascals.” Bhaja sädhu-
samägamam, “Only associate with devotees.” This will be the right. We are establishing 

different centers, not for sense enjoyment, but for good association of devotees. If we miss this, 

those who are working, those who are managers of this institution, they must always know that 

we cannot make this institution or this center as a brothel. There must be such management 

and or such arrangement that we must have always good association for advancement. That is 

required. 

Thank you very much. (end) 
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